Black History

2008

Obama wins

prehistory to the 21st century

Barack Obama defeats
John McCain to become the
first black president of the US.
His victory is celebrated around
the world as an historic moment.

Poster print available from The Guardian EasyArt collection – http://bit.ly/blackhistory-21

Barack Obama

1960

First Black US President (1961–)

Independence

In November 2008 Obama became
the first African American to be
elected US president. He became
a US senator in
2004 (only the
third African
American since
reconstruction).
He won a second
presidential
election
in 2012.

Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali
and Nigeria are among
17 African states
to gain independence.

Nelson Mandela is elected president of a multiracial
South Africa, just four years after his release from a
27 year imprisonment under the racist Apartheid regime.
In Rwanda, one of the biggest genocides since
World War Two sees half a million Tutsis massacred
by the Hutu-dominated army.

1955 Civil Rights movement

Rosa Parks refusing to give her to seat to a white passenger helps
launch the civil rights movement that transforms US society.
Pic: Rmhermen / Wikipedia / CC BY-SA 3.0

1939–45 World War Two

British Empire troops play a crucial role with over 2,500,000 from the colonies
actively serving. In 1948 the UK arrival of the ship Empire Windrush heralds
a new wave of migration, making Britain a modern multicultural nation.

Mary Seacole

)
Pioneering nurse (c1805–1881

Mary Seacole became renowned
for her humanitarian work during
the Crimean War. Returning
to London, she was awarded
plaudits for braver y.
Her autobiography,
Wonderful
Adventures of
Mrs Seacole in
Many Lands,
was published
to acclaim.

1994 Freedom together

1914–18 World War One

Many soldiers from the West Indies, India and the breadth of the British Empire join the war.
Walter Tull, one of the first black men to command white soldiers in action, is killed in battle.

1884–85 Scramble for Africa

The European powers divide Africa up among themselves. The Berlin Conference sets national boundaries – some of them
crudely drawn using a ruler – that do not take into account the needs, history and languages of different African peoples.

1863 Abolition of slavery in the US

Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, proclaiming slaves in the rebel Confederate states forever free. Many free African
Americans and runaway slaves join the Union armies in the ongoing American Civil War. Slavery is formally abolished at the end of the war in 1865.

1834 British end to slavery

1804 The Haitian Revolution

Slavery is abolished in the British Empire. Slave owners receive
£20m compensation. The freed receive nothing.

Thousands of formerly enslaved Africans overcome the
British, Spanish, and Napoleonic French armies, establishing
the first independent black republic in the Americas. Led by
Toussaint L’Ouverture, Dessalaines and Petion, this revolution
destroys slavery in France’s most profitable colony.

1807 Slave Trade Act

The British slave trade is abolished in Parliament.

1787 Society

for the Abolition of
the Slave Trade

1562 First

English slave
trade expedition

The Society introduces the political
poster, the consumer boycott, the
petition, the flyer, the political book tour
and investigative reporting designed to
stir people to political action.

John Hawkins is the first
Englishman to lead a
slave-trading voyage from
the west coast of Africa.
An estimated 13 million
Africans would be forcibly
transported during the
Atlantic slave trade.

Thomas-Alexandre
Dumas

French General (1762–1806)

The highest ranking black
officer in any Western
army in the 1790s,
only bettered in 1989
by US General Colin
Powell. His son’s
novels The Count
of Monte Cristo
and The Three
Musketeers drew
on his life.

Queen Nzinga

63)
Great military leader (1583–16

In 1624 Ana Nzingo
became queen of
Ndongo. Aware of the
devastating impact
of the slave trade on
African kingdoms,
she struggled against
European domination
in Southern Africa.

One of Egypt’s most
important and
powerful female
Pharaohs.
Pic: flick r / Rob Koo pma

n / CC BY-S A 2.0

Untold riches

The richest man in recorded
human history, Mansa Musa I,
ruler of the Malian empire that
covers modern day Ghana, dies.

c1000

1241

Mapungubwe lay near the Limpopo river in South Africa. One of many
ancient cities established by black Africans, it traded with China and India.

A black man is pictured supporting the first letter on a
page in an abbreviated Domesday Book used to collect taxes.

Far reaching trade

Earliest image of a black Briton

100–940 Kingdom of Aksum

According to legend, this northern Ethiopian kingdom is the last resting place of the Ark of the Covenant.
Pic: Classical Numismatic Group, Inc.
Their coins (pictured, right) were minted from c270 AD and used internationally. http://www.cngcoins.com / CC-BY-SA-3.0

43 ad Roman rule in Britain begins

A Roman Army African auxiliary unit, the Numerus Maurorum Aurelianorum,
helps guard the empire’s borders (c100–c400) on Hadrian’s Wall in northern England.
It was visited by African Roman Emperor, Septimius Severus (pictured, left).

c300 bc Nubia rules

The rulers of Nubia establish a capital, Meroë, by the Nile. These black Africans develop
their own alphabetic script as early as the second century BC.

c730 bc The Black Pharaohs

The Kings of Kush, an advanced African civilisation, conquer and dominate Egypt.
They revitalise pyramid building.

c1264 bc

The Great Temple of Abu Simbel

Construction of awe-inspiring temple carved from mountains.
Twice a year, sunrise illuminates the faces of figures in the
temple. Alongside stand 20 foot statutes of Pharaoh Rameses II
and his wife, Nefertari.

Hatsheput

Female Pharoah (150
8–1458

1331

BC)

c2500 bc Pyramids of Giza

The tallest human-built structures of the time, containing enough blocks of
stones to put a wall around France. Each side slopes at exactly 51 degrees.

c150,000 bc Out of Africa
The first modern humans migrate from Africa, fanning out to
the rest of the world.
Originator and author: Gaverne Bennett
Development and design: Jon Wedderburn algebradesign.com
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Black History

forward into the 21st century
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2009 JAN Historic inauguration

JUNE
Death of
Michael Jackson

Barack Obama takes office as the first black president of the United States, having won the previous year’s election.
His inauguration draws a crowd estimated at 1.8 million people – the largest audience of any event ever held in Washington, D.C.

Michael Jackson’s death at 50
shocks the world. He was one of the
most successful entertainers of all
time, having been a child prodigy
from the age of five with his brothers
in The Jackson 5. He distilled what was
universal about the genius of African
American music – jazz, soul, blues,
R&B, spiritual music – simplifying it
for a mass audience to gain black music
overdue recognition and create the
best-selling album and video of all time.

2010

JAN Haiti earthquake

JUNE First World
Cup in Africa

OCT Half century
Nigeria joins Gabon and
Senegal in celebrating
50 years since independence
in 1960. Two years later
Rwanda, Trinidad and
Tobago, Jamaica and
Uganda would celebrate
their 50th anniversaries.

A catastrophic earthquake kills an estimated
220,000 people in the world’s first black
republic. As the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere, Haiti’s infrastructure
collapses, affecting 3 million people despite
the belated help of many organisations and
nations. It is another tragedy for the country
that struck the first blow in ending the
Atlantic slave trade.

South Africa hosts soccer’s 19th World
Cup. Expertly organised and a thrilling
international spectacle, the tournament silences those who
say an African nation cannot host an event of this scale.
Nelson Mandela presides over the opening ceremony as
South Africa becomes synonymous with “vuvuzela”
and “rainbow nation” instead of “Apartheid” and
“racial segregation”.

Pic: flickr/Alan Stanton CC BY-SA 2.0

2011 JAN Legal first

Kamala Harris becomes the first female African American Attorney General in California.

FEB Culture shock?

UK prime minister, David Cameron, declares multiculturalism dead in a speech in Munich.

AUG Riots in cities across England

Riots break out after the police shoot a black man, Mark Duggan, in north London. After four days, five have died with
£200 million of damage to property. Some 3,000 people are arrested and prison sentences total 1,800 years.

2012 JAN

FEB Shooting
of Trayvon Martin

Stephen Lawrence conviction

New evidence finally convicts Dobson and Norris, two
of those long accused of the 1993 racist murder of
Stephen Lawrence. The case had been described as “one of
the highest-profile unsolved racially-motivated murders”.

Black teenager Trayvon Martin, returning
home after buying sweets, is shot dead by
a neighbourhood patrol organiser in Sanford,
Florida. His shooter is only put on trial after a
mass campaign collecting 1.5 million signatures.

SEPT Soccer racism

England captain John Terry gets a four match ban for using racially abusive language. Following Luis Suárez’s similar
ban, many fear a reappearance of overt racism in football. Rio Ferdinand and other black players protest at a lack of action.

NOV Second term

Obama wins a second presidential election, the first Democratic president since Roosevelt to win half the popular vote twice.

2013 JAN Obama’s second inauguration

Drawing on the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, the inauguration’s theme is “Faith in America’s Future”.

FEB African Manoeuvres

Black Victorian
remembered

Former colonial ruler, France, sends troops to Mali to push back Islamist insurgents.
The Democratic Republic of the Congo, where rebels had taken a major city, sees a peace deal
backed by 11 African countries. This resource-rich country supplies tantalum, essential in
mobile phones. It is still recovering from death of millions during the 19th century
occupation by the Belgian
King Leopold.

Mary Seacole’s exploits
caring for sick soldiers
in the Crimean War
kept on the UK schools’
National Curriculum
by a thousands-strong
petition.

JUN Landmark ruling
Ignatius Sancho

Nanny

Toussaint L’Ouverture

Alexander Pushkin

Mary Prince

William Cuﬀay

Harriet Tubman

Trumpeter in
the king’s court
(c1509)

Man of letters
(1729-1780)

Freedom ﬁghter
(c1734)

General
(1743-1803)

Writer
(1799-1837)

Writer
(1788-1833)

Fighter for universal suﬀrage
(1788-1870)

The Moors – as the Arabs, north Africans,
and west African Muslims were labelled
by Europeans – invaded the Iberian
peninsula (modern Spain and Portugal)
in 711. They ruled much of the region for
seven centuries.
They oversaw the translation of
scientiﬁc works from other languages,
and their technology was the most
advanced in Europe. The leading character
of Shakespeare’s play, Othello, is a Moor.

Thought of in his time as “the extraordinary
negro”, Ignatius Sancho gained the respect of
many important people in 18th-century London
for his appreciation of the literary arts.
He composed music, entertained many of
London’s literary and artistic ﬁgures, and
had his portrait painted by Thomas Gainsborough.
His letters were collated and published by
friends after his death and became a bestseller,
even being read by the prime minister of
the day.

The feared leader of the Maroon community in Jamaica
in the early 1700s (there were ﬁve large Maroon
communities in Jamaica during slavery). The Maroons
were enslaved Africans who managed to escape the
plantations and form independent communities all
across the Americas.
Nanny was reputed to be able to repulse bullets
and to be the sister of Cudjoe (see 1739 on the timeline
below). She has a town named after her in Jamaica
(Nanny Town) and has come to symbolise the resistance
to slavery of the enslaved Africans themselves.

Toussaint L’Ouverture was the leader of
the only successful slave revolt in the
Caribbean. With an army of formerly
enslaved Africans he defeated the greatest
armies of the day including the forces of the
French, the English, and the Spanish when
they tried to reimpose slavery.
He eventually took control of the
whole of the island of Hispaniola, which
incorporates modern-day Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.

Pushkin was one of the founders of modern
Russian literature, as revered in that country
as Shakespeare is in Britain. Pushkin’s
great-grandfather was an African known as
Hannibal.
Though he won the hearts of his
countrymen, there is literary evidence
to show Pushkin was not ashamed of his
African heritage (most notably a poem
called My Genealogy). Pushkin’s early works
were inﬂuenced by Lord Byron.

Liberator of
enslaved peoples
(1820-1913)

This highly
centralised
state was
established
during this period and
surrounded by the formidable
kingdoms of Teke, Tio, Dembo
and Ndongo. One of its kings
Mani Kongo Diogo I tried
unsuccessfully to stop the
Atlantic slave trade.

First English slave trade expedition

Shakespeare and Othello

John Hawkins is the ﬁrst Englishman to lead a slave
trading voyage from the West coast of Africa. Later
Britain would be become one of the biggest players
in the Atlantic slave trade that led to the enforced
transportation of 13 million Africans (according to a
recent estimate).In spite of high mortality rates, the
enslaved African population produced one million
tons of sugar between 1766-1791 in the Americas.
There are now a number of exhibitions across the
UK that details the close connection between the
growth of cities like London, Bristol, and Liverpool
and the Atlantic slave trade.

A play featuring a fully rounded
black leading character, Othello, is
performed for the ﬁrst time. In some
ways Shakespeare’s portrayal of a black
character was far superior to the often
dehumanising representations of black
people that were to subsequently
follow in much European literature.

A powerful state

Abomey, capital of the kingdom
of Dahomey, founded around
this time in west Africa. This
was to become a powerful state
with a strong connection to the
Atlantic slave trade.

St Kitts annexed

Earliest image
of a black Briton

Olmecs of Latin America

This picture was
discovered in an
abbreviated part of
the Doomsday book
used to collect taxes.

The rise of the mighty Aztec civilisation
in modern-day Latin America claimed to
gain knowledge from a group of people
called the Olmecs who left a number of
stone carvings like the one pictured here.

Southern Christian
Leadership
Conference set up
by Martin Luther
King and others.
Becomes a leading
force in the civil
rights movement.

A TV documentary called
“The Hate That Hate
Produced” raises the proﬁle
Nation of Islam introducing
a broader audience to its
brand of black nationalism.
Malcolm X is featured in
the documentary and later
becomes one of its most
prominent members.

The Student
Non-violent
Coordinating
Committee mobilises
students to challenge
segregation in
the south. Action
includes freedom
rides and lunch
counter protests.

Images of
non-violent
protestors being
attacked by
the police in
Birmingham,
Alabama, are caught
on camera and
shock the world.

August

Martin Luther King
delivers his landmark
“I Have a Dream” speech to
more than 250,000 people
in Washington.

September

Bomb attack on a black
church in Birmingham kills

August
March 12

Malcolm X breaks from the
Nation of Islam after months
of rumours following his
suspension from the Nation for
saying that the assassination of
President Kennedy was a case
of “chickens coming to roost”,
i.e. no surprise.

July

The Civil Rights
Act is passed,
making it illegal to
discriminate on the
basis of race, colour,
religion, or national
origin.

Aphra Behn
In the same year that a
constitutional monarchy is
established in Britain, Aphra
Behn publishes her novel
Oronooko about an African
of royal blood. Apart from
being one of the ﬁrst female
writers in the English
language, Aphra Behn is
credited with producing one
of the ﬁrst attacks on the
Atlantic slave trade.

Elizabeth I
expels Africans
In part reacting to a food crisis,
and foreshadowing much future
legislation, Queen Elizabeth 1
decrees that all Africans should
be removed from the British
realm. This shows that there was
a signiﬁcant black presence in the
UK at this time.

James E Chaney, Andrew
Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner (one black man
and two white men) who
had been working to see that
black people could vote in
Mississippi are murdered.
Evidence suggests the Ku
Klux Klan, an extreme white
supremacist organisation, are

August

Passing of the Voting Rights
Act makes it easier for black
people to vote.

October

Martin
Luther King
is awarded
the Nobel
peace prize.

February

Malcolm X is
assassinated.

Some of the worst rioting
explodes in Watts, leaving
34 people dead, 3,500
arrested, and property
damage of about $225
million.

October
The leader of the Student
Non-violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC),
Stokeley Carmichael
(Kwame Toure) begins to
advocate “black power” as
an organising principle.

Maroon victory

The formation of the
Black Panther party
by Huey P Newton
and Bobby Seale in
California (pictured).
Martin Luther
King initiates poor
people’s campaign
to unite people of

Summer

There are 40 riots and 100
other disturbances across
the United States, most
notably in Newark and
Detroit.
The ﬁrst African American
supreme court judge,
Thurgood Marshall, is

After a long-standing
war, the Maroons
(runaway enslaved
Africans who
formed their own
communities) force
General Trelawney, a
British general, to sign
a peace agreement in
Jamaica. Part of the
agreement stipulated
that the Maroons
would return other
runaway enslaved
Africans who tried to
join them.

Interracial
relationships
between black and
white people are
illegal in 16 states
until the supreme
court rules in the
Loving v Virginia
case that it is
unconstitutional to

April 4

Martin Luther King is
assassinated in Memphis,
Tennessee. Inner cities
across America explode;
as many as 125 cities
experience riots.
Shirley Chisholm is the ﬁrst
African American woman

Angela Davis
is put on the
FBI’s most
wanted list
over her links
to the Black
Panther Party.

Aﬃrmative
action to
redress racial
discrimination
is given a legal
basis with
the passing
of the Equal
Employment
Opportunity

1807

After a 12 year struggle in which thousands
of formerly enslaved Africans overcame the
British, Spanish, and Napoleonic French
armies, the ﬁrst independent black republic
in the Americas was established. Motivated
by ideas of the French revolution and led
by Toussaint L’Ouverture, Dessalaines, and
Petion, this revolution destroyed slavery in
the most French proﬁtable colony. The poet
William Wordsworth later dedicated a poem
to L’Ouverture including the lines: “There is
not a breathing of the common wind ...
That will forget thee ... thou hast great allies
... exultations, agonies, love and man’s
unconquerable mind.”
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CAMDEN
COUNCIL

Captain Collingwood throws132 sick Africans oﬀ the
slave ship Zong in order to collect insurance money
for them. This incident helps galvanise support for
the movement against the Atlantic slave trade.
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1818

1820

1831

1834

1838

1846

This organisation introduces the political poster, the consumer
boycott, the petition, the ﬂyer, the political book tour, and
investigative reporting designed to stir people to political action.
This movement was to immortalise characters such Olaudah
Equaino, Thomas Clarkson, Granville Sharp, and of course,
William Wilberforce. It was a three-pronged movement: with its
parliamentary face, its agitational face on the streets of Britain,
but above all the struggles of the enslaved Africans themselves.

Thomas
Bradley is
elected the
ﬁrst black
mayor of
Los Angeles.

Negro
History Week
becomes
Black History
Month.

The TV series Roots based
on Alex Haley’s novel is a
major hit. Not only does it
secure the highest TV ratings
ever but it also deepens the
debate about race as many
Americans, both black and
white, learn the story of
slavery in the United States
for the ﬁrst time.
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Repatriation
Having observed attempts by the British
abolition movement to repatriate
formerly enslaved Africans to Sierra
Leone, the American Colonisation
Society pays for 80 African Americans
to be repatriated back to Africa. They set
sail on the Elizabeth to west Africa, and
though their attempt to establish a colony
almost fails they are followed by others
later and go on to establish Liberia.

The British slave trade is abolished
in parliament on March 25.
However, many slave traders found
ways to circumvent the new law.

Indentured labour
Indians are moved to the British
Caribbean as indentured labourers (who
worked for ﬁve years on plantations in
exchange for wages and passage fares).
Indentured labourers experienced terrible
conditions as they had little rights.

An apprenticeship
had to be served
until 1838 by the
formerly enslaved
Africans. The owners
received £20m in
compensation.
The freed received
nothing.

The Count of
Monte Cristo
The novel by
Alexandre Dumas
is published to
great acclaim.
Dumas’s father was a
Haitian-born general
in Napoleon’s army.
Dumas also authors
The Three Musketeers.
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Slave rebellion in Jamaica

November

The ﬁrst African American,
Guion Guy Bluford Jr, goes
into space on the Challenger
Space Shuttle.

A bronze bust of
Martin Luther King
is set in the halls
of Congress, the
ﬁrst of any African
American.

Congress overrides
presidential
veto to pass
the Civil Rights
Restoration Act
(the original act
was temporary).

1852

The Zulu army conquers great
areas of Southern Africa under the
leadership of Shaka Zulu. During a
period of ten years of warfare Shaka
Zulu quadruples the size of his army
and the number of his subjects,
absorbing them into the Zulu nation.

Abolition of the Slave Trade Act

President Ronald Reagan
passes a bill to make
Martin Luther King’s birthday
an annual national holiday.

1851

Shaka Zulu

Slavery abolished
in British Empire

The Society for the abolition of the slave trade formed

14

1800

The Haitian Revolution

Africans thrown overboard

Sugar and slavery have become
synomomous. From North to
South America to the Caribbean
to Australia this commodity was
grown using slavery or other
forms of coerced labour. Sugar
was England’s dominant import
between the mid-18th and 19th
centuries. As demand grew for
sugar, more slaves were needed
to fulﬁl the rigorous demands
of sugar production. This, in
turn, fuelled the Atlantic slave
trade which helped build the
international trade system with
its complex web of insurance
and credit.
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1700
1787
1791

King Sugar

The annexing of St Kitts in the Caribbean signals
the beginning of British domination of much
of the Caribbean. Many islands in the Caribbean
changed hands during this period as European
colonisers from France, England, Spain and
elsewhere fought to control the Caribbean.

Great Zimbabwe
Massive stone structures in Zimbabwe
show that a civilisation ﬂourished around
this time.Although these ruins are very
impressive with its great wall measuring
246m long it is one of many ruins from
this region. More than six hundred stone
ruins have been identiﬁed in modern day
Zimbabwe and nearly 7500 stone ruins have
been found in Northern South Africa.

GETTY IMAGES

Around this time Kanen- Bornu established
by Dougu, the ﬁrst king of the Zaghawa
dynasty. It occupied much of present day
Chad. According to an Arab geographer
writing in the tenth century the kingdom of
Kanen-Bornu was 15 days journey wide.

Phillis Wheatley, an African American,
comes to London where her poetry
had gained a following. Has a book of
poems published.

MARY EVANS PICTURE LIBRARY

Kingdom
of Kongo

MARY EVANS PICTURE LIBRARY

Kingdom of Kanen-Bornu founded

Royal African company
granted a charter to carry
slaves to the Americas
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1781

Political a
(1898-197

Born a slave, Frederick Douglass
went on to become one of slavery’s
formidable critics, especially in his
hardhitting autobiography The Narrative
of the Life of Frederick Douglass.
He was instrumental in the abolition
of slavery in the United States.
He also visited Britain and Ireland as
well as being a strong supporter of
the women’s suﬀrage movement that
fought for votes for women.

GETTY IMAGES

A publishing ﬁrst

Brazil, the country with the largest population of African descent
outside Africa, hosts the 2014 FIFA World Cup and 2016 Olympics.
Black History Month marks 90 years in 2016.
A poem by William Dunbar
called Ane Blak More suggests
that there were black people in
the UK at this period.

1780

Paul R

Abolitionist
(1818-1895)
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Slavery legalised

A black presence

9

1773

Frederick Douglass
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1700
1739
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THE COLLEGE OF ARMS

8
1688

Great orator
(c1797-1883)
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1672

Sojourner Truth

Sojourner Truth, born Isabella
Baumfree, changed her name,
saying that this was the name
God gave her. After gaining
her freedom around 1827
she gave black women a
distinctive voice in the
struggle to end slavery,
such as in her famous
“Ain’t I a woman” speech.

Harriet Tubman (pictured) was
a leader of the Underground
Railroad that helped free
thousands of Africans in the
period before the American
civil war. During the war
itself, she was the ﬁrst
woman to lead American
troops when rescuing
enslaved Africans.

THE BRIDGEMAN ART LIBRARY

1623

Cuﬀay’s father came to Britain from St Kitts (a West
Indian island) on a British warship. After losing his job
because of his involvement in a strike in 1834, Cuﬀay
became a leading member of the Chartist movement
(which campaigned for greater democracy) and was
elected president of the London Chartists in 1842.
He, along with other Chartist leaders, were tried,
convicted, and transported to Tasmania because of
their political activism. He refused a royal pardon
oﬀered him later on the grounds that he was continuing
the ﬁght he had helped develop in England.

July 20

Jesse Jackson
gets 1,218 votes
at the Democratic
convention but
fails to win his
party’s nomination.

The Oprah Winfrey Show
begins its run.
African American Douglas
Wilder is elected state governor
in Virginia.
Colin Powell, is appointed
head of the US’s armed forces,
another African American ﬁrst.

April

Riots in Los Angeles
as four white police
oﬃcers are acquitted
after being ﬁlmed by a
passer-by beating up
an African American,
Rodney King.

FEATURES

President Eisenhower calls in federal
troops and the National Guard to
make sure that 9 black students in
Arkansas can get past bigoted crowds
that oppose them attending the
formerly all white high school. The
students became known as the Little
Rock Nine. In 1954 the US Supreme
Court had outlawed segregation in
public education in a landmark case

7
1620
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Religion of Islam starts
to slowly spread across
sub-Saharan Africa.

From Alabama to Obama
Rosa Parks starts the
Montgomery bus boycott when
she refuses to give up her seat
for a white passenger in Alabama
(the boycott lasts for 11 months).
This launches the civil rights
movement in the United States
which removes the legal barriers
to equal access to education,
voting, and education for

1600
1604

TY IMAGES

First large sub saharan state established. Archaeological evidence
suggests that Ghana had achieved a high level of civilisation before
Arab travellers s arrived around 750AD (advanced metalworking,
an indigenous trading network). Its capital, Koumbi Saleh,
had a population of 30,000. A twelfth century Muslim, al-Idrisi,
told a Norman King Roger II in Sicily that the Ghanian nobility
gave sumptuous banquets with thousands of guests.

6
1596

Born in Bermuda, Mary Prince was
the ﬁrst black writer to recount the
reality of what it meant to be a
female slave in the West Indies. Her
writings challenged the prevailing
assumption of the time, that
Africans enjoyed their slavery. In
The History of Mary Prince, A West
Indian Slave, Related by Herself she
wrote, “All slaves want to be free ...
they have told me.” A determined ﬁghter.

HULTON ARCHIVE / GETTY IMAGES

Kingdom of Ghana

1562
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African born Abbott Hadrian accompanies Bishop
Theodore to become Bishop of Canterbury. He was
ﬁrst oﬀered the position by the pope of the day. He is
described by a contemporary as having great learning.

1508
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Bishop of Canterbury
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1400

1350

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

The Numerus Maurorum
Aurelianorum, an
African auxiliary unit,
takes its position
on Hadrian’s Wall
(c100-c400) as part
of the Roman army
and helps guard the
outermost reaches of
the empire.
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1200
1241
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Roman rule
in Britain begins

beyond 2013…
1100

Islam in Africa

General Tariq ibn-Ziyad
Conqueror of the Iberian peninsula (Spain
and Portugal). The rock of Gibraltar is
named after this Moorish general (also
known as general Tarik). He led an
eight-year campaign to conquer modern
Spain and Portugal in AD 711.
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Malorie Blackman becomes the UK’s first black Children’s Laureate.
One of the earliest
images of a black
person in Britain, this
shows John Blanke,
a trumpeter at the
courts of Henry VII and
Henry VIII. We also
have a receipt that
shows he was paid the
sum of 8d a day.

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY, LONDON

John Blanke

Africans in Europe
(711 to 15th century)

On the death of her husband,
King Septimus Odaenathus,
Zenobia became the ruler of
the Palmyrene empire, later
conquering Egypt. A Roman
writer said: “Her complexion
was dusky or dark brown.
She was acquainted with
Greek, Latin, and Egyptian.”
She later became a prominent
philosopher.
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The Moors

Queen of Palmyra, Syria
(cAD274)

Born in Africa in the
town of Tagaste.
He wrote many books
which had an enduring
impact on western
literature, including
City of God and The
Confessions.
During his lifetime
he saw the sacking of
Rome.

AD 43

Poster of the key figures and significant events for
Africans and the diaspora over the past 2,000 years:
www.guardian.co.uk/blackhistory
+ Print of this poster available from The Guardian
EasyArt collection – http://bit.ly/blackhistory21
REX FEATURES; CORBIS; THOMAS HOEPKER / MAGNUM PHOTOS;
GETTY IMAGES; HULTON ARCHIVE / GETTY IMAGES (3); AFP / GETTY IMAGES;
HIROJI KUBOTA / MAGNUM PHOTOS; PA

Zenobia

The African saint
(AD354-430)

Septimus Severus (pictured) ruled the
Roman empire from AD193-211. He was
one of a number of Roman emperors born
in Africa. The reign of Severus saw Rome
brieﬂy return to glory. He spent most of
his reign quelling revolts (including in
England) and died in York.
African-born Quintus Lollius Urbicus
became the governor of the Roman
province of Britannia. He led a number of
campaigns on and around Hadrian’s Wall.
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More black history

1

Augustine

African-born Roman emperor
(AD145-211)
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Last year we saw Barack Obama become the ﬁrst
black man to be elected president of the United
States, sending out a signal of hope for equality
and justice around the world. Few will forget the
europhic global scenes which greeted his victory.
Britain, meanwhile, was marking the 60th
anniversary of the arrival of the Empire Windrush,
which began the wave of post war migration that
turned the nation into a modern multicultural society.
It was this reason that this poster was published
in The Guardian last year to mark the contribution
of Africans and their descendants to British and
global history.
This poster celebrates some of the greatest
stories almost never told. Stories of world-shaping
individuals, from emperors to writers, freedom
ﬁghters to inventors. But let us be clear: this is not
about creating a separate history; it is about adding
a rarely heard story to the history we are already
familiar with. A story that shows that African
people’s history did not begin with slavery, but,
from the Romans onwards, has been intertwined
with Europeans and others around the world.
Along the top of the chart are mini proﬁles of
some of the key history-making individuals; our
main timeline charts African people’s global story;
below that is a history of the US since the 1950s
civil rights era began; and along the bottom are
individuals and key moments from
black British history.
Of course our selection cannot
comprehensive, but we hope it will
provide an introduction to the many
powerful stories and key events that
have so often gone untold.
guardian.co.uk/blackhistory
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timeline

Poetic first

Septimus Severus
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The British government pays £2,600 compensation to 5,200 Kenyans
who were tortured during the war of independence.

Toni Morrison (left),
author of Song
of Solomon and
Beloved, becomes
the ﬁrst African
American woman to
win the Nobel prize
for literature.

Million Man March
is organised by Louis
Farrakhan of the
Nation of Islam. The
aim of the march is
one of “atonement”
for African American
males.

Black women march
in their thousands in a
reprise of the Million
Man March earlier in
Washington. The focus
this time is on health
care, education, and
self-help.

Colin Powell becomes sec
of state, Condoleezza Rice
becomes foreign policy ad
and Roderick Paige secret
of education. The cabinet
the incoming president Ge
W Bush contains more Afr
Americans than any befor

